by Bonnie Chasteen
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Lots of cool critters hang

around a pond. But don’t let the

peaceful water and pretty flowers

fool you. This scene is anything but chill. From the
agile dragonflies that buzz the air to sneaky snapping
turtles lurking below, the pond is a combat zone
where everything is lunch, and everybody is hungry —
all the time. Let’s dive in and see who’s eating who.
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Bottoms up!
Is this big bird
drinking or eating?
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A dragonfly zips over the lily pad,
and a leopard frog shoots out its
long, sticky tongue to catch it.
When the frog strikes or swims, its
lower eyelid, called a “haw,” slides
up to protect its eyes —
kind of like when
you wear swim
goggles in
the pool.
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A couple of hungry bluegill eye a
wary crayfish. Bluegill have small
mouths, but they love bite-
sized crayfish and will eat
them if they can catch them.
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When threatened, crayfish
propel themselves backward
with a flip of their powerful
tails. After the coast is clear, this

crayfish will continue searching
for lunch — decaying plants and animals, and
little water critters, including other crayfish!
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Where the water lilies rise
from the mud, a knobby
old snapping turtle strikes
at a passing bluegill. The
turtle is usually too slow to
catch fish in the water, but
that doesn’t stop it from
trying. Missouri’s common
snapping turtles eat

Do you have a
favorite pond?

You can find lots of
public ponds to visit at
mdc.mo.gov/atlas.

insects, crayfish,

fish, snails,
earthworms,
frogs, snakes,

small mammals,
and birds. However,

they also eat lots

of water plants like
— you guessed it —

water lilies.
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